
OVERVIEW

As the needs of the school community 
change, progressive and innovative 
leadership is at the center of  
school success. One of the most  
well-established and highly regarded 
programs in North Carolina is  
UNC Charlotte’s Master of School 
Administration program. The 
program’s mission is to prepare 
innovative, collaborative, effective, 
and reflective leaders equipped to 
develop environments that ensure 
equitable and quality learning 
opportunities for a rapidly changing 
and increasingly diverse population 
focused on improving learning  
for all. Program graduates qualify  
for a PreK-12, Level 1 school 
administrator’s license.

Our faculty has practical leadership 
experience and a wealth of 
knowledge.  They are dedicated to 
developing effective future leaders. 
Our cohort-based program 
encourages collaboration and 
networking with colleagues that 
flourishes beyond the walls of  
UNC Charlotte. Courses in school 
leadership, law, curriculum, 
instruction, research, and technology, 
along with the 10-month internship 
under the direction of a principal 
mentor and university supervisor, 
give graduates the skills and problem-
solving experiences to successfully 
lead in a variety of settings.

Masters or Certificate in

School AdminiStrAtion

“When I graduated from  
the UNC Charlotte principal 
preparation program, I felt 
confident in my instructional 
knowledge and well equipped 
to deal with the everyday 
functions of leading a school.  
This was a direct result of  
the high quality program  
at UNCC!” 

- David Switzer, Principal, 
Ardrey Kell High School, 
2013-2014 Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools 
Principal of the Year
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The University of North Carolina at Charlotte is committed to equality of educational opportunity and does not discriminate 
against applicants, students, or employees based on age, gender, race, color, national origin, religion, creed, disability,  
veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

Visit GradAdmissions.uncc.edu or call  
704-687-8708 for more information.

Moving You Closer. Higher Education at UNC Charlotte

NORTH CAROLINA 
PRINCIPAL FELLOWS

Each year a limited number of 
scholarship/loans for persons 
seeking an MSA as full-time 
students are available from the 
North Carolina Principal Fellows 
Program. The program is funded 
by the North Carolina General 
Assembly to help highly qualified 
persons study school 
administration on a full-time 
basis. For more info, visit:  
https://goo.gl/v2HJ5Z

PROGRAM DELIVERY

Students may choose either a 
full-time or part-time program of 
study. The program is offered on 
campus and at established distance 
education sites.  Courses are 
offered in a variety of methods: 
face-to-face, hybrid, and online.  
This three-year program allows for 
students to follow a cohort model. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Our alumni have served as:

b  Principals

b Assistant Principals 

b Central Office Administrators

b Community College Educators

CURRICULUM

Masters of School Administration Coursework

M.S.A. students are required to complete a minimum of 39 credit hours, which 
include 12 credit hours of a year-long internship under the direction of a principal-
mentor and a university supervisor. Additionally, program completers seeking a 
North Carolina principal level I license must successfully prepare an electronic 
portfolio housing appropriate artifacts and evidences demonstrating their 
proficiency in all seven standards for school executives. 

b ADMN 6100 – Fundamentals of Educational Leadership
b ADMN 6140 – Curriculum Leadership
b ADMN 6105 – Legal Aspects of Schooling
b ADMN 6120 – Instructional Leadership
b ADMN 6161 – Principalship
b EIST 5100 – Computer Applications in Education
b RSCH 6101 – Educational Research Methods
b ADMN 6110 – School Leadership and Management
b ADMN 6130 – Supervision of Instruction
b ADMN 6410 – Internship and Seminar – Part I
b ADMN 6420 – Internship and Seminar – Part II

Principal Certificate Coursework

The Graduate Certificate program consists of 21 credit hours of courses which 
include six credit hours of a year-long internship under the direction of a principal-
mentor and a university supervisor. Additionally, program completers seeking a 
North Carolina principal level I license must successfully prepare an electronic 
portfolio housing appropriate artifacts and evidences demonstrating their 
proficiency in all seven standards for school executives.

b ADMN 6100 – Fundamentals of Educational Leadership
b ADMN 6105 – Legal Aspects of Schooling
b ADMN 6110 – School Leadership and Management
b ADMN 6120 – Instructional Leadership
b ADMN 6161 – Principalship
b ADMN 6410 – Internship and Seminar – Part I
b ADMN 6420 – Internship and Seminar – Part II


